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‘The state progecutor is investi-
: gating ailegations that the chair-
| man of the Anne Arundel County
- BEconomic Development Corp.
" helped steal a business idea for a

'State probes cla,lm that busmess ldea was fst'olen

company in which he holds a 8-
nancial interest, '

. Jay I Winer, a Crofton develop-
er, is ¢chairman of the board of the
county-fanded agency that pro-
vides loans to new.-business ven-

" tures, He is also & director of West

Shore - Communicetions, -a loeal
company that owns radio towers.
Two Annapolis entrepreneurs
say they went to the development
agency last year for help bi build-
inga of microwave towers

i

that. would improve cellular tele-
phone links to the Basfern Shore.
Jane and QGeorge Chamberiain
got a $25,000 lean. Buf, they say,
they also got theirideastdlen. .

- _“

legations

But sourcesclosetothe investx
gation gaid the office has inter-’
viewed the Chamberlaing and-

.~ asked for bundreds of documents-
“The two asallege that Winer [ :
passed the idea to Mark C. Sap- . if
-perstein, one of the partners n s -
" radio-tower business, who 18 now !

Nobody stole ariy ideas.-No-
ba y‘Sprcﬁtingﬁ'omtmsorgouu;..‘--
anywhere with this.” sald Sapper- -
stein, president of West Shore ',

Cornmunications.

“George [Chamberlain} had an
ides that might or might not work.
We iried to work out abusiness ar-
rengement, and it didn’t work out
1t's that shimple.”

Officials at the state pmsecu—
tor‘s office, which investigates
charges of misconduct in public
office, refused to confirm or deny
that they were looking into the al-

pa:ent.ly convinced themselves
" that there iz’ a conspiracy here.’
Butlmstdon’tseehnyevidenceot

it.” 3aid Klasmeier. - .

In May 1966, the a:ambedmns
-~ Gieorge, an engineer, and Jane,
a marketing expert, who run a
companycaﬂedunk'l’elemmmu—’
nications out of thelr home — ap-
proached NationsBank for & bust-
-ness loan to build a network of 13
mlcrowavetowersbetween Syk:es--
vineandOceaanity

Their idea was that the tower
syst.emwould pravide a more eco-’
nomicai wss for businesses to
communicate via data-carrying
digltaloeﬂularphones,pag’emand
computers. Part of their idea
hinged on improving compmunica-
tions betweenMarylandsEasteri
and Westernshores. . °

NationsBank turned the Cham-
berlains down but referred them’
to the Economic Development
Corp. .
In June t.he Chamberlains re-’

" ceived approval from Winer for:

© $25,000. He also

suggested that the (mamben
1ains discnss the idea with Sapper—
stein.

After five months of djscussmn
sbout o possible pa.rtnership, the
talks feil through.

Bapperstein told the chnmber~
lains their company was not finan-
cially strong enough to handie the
deal, and that he would buy micro-
wave communication equipment
directly from a manufacturer,
rather than from them, ifhe deeid-

. link, which the Chamberiains be;

lieve is a first step toward starting
acompany based ontheiridea.

Sapperstein said Mari-iink iz g
“shell company”. and thst he
tiasn’t decided what to do with it.
Winer could not be reached fo
comment, and Jane Chamberiair

refused to diseuss the matter.








